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PRIMARY CARDIAC PHEOCHROMOCYTOMA, A VERY UNUSUAL CARDIAC TUMOR 
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Argentina Clinic, General Pico, La Pampa. Argentina
Primary Cardiac Pheochromocytoma is an extremely rare functionally active tumor of the sympathetic nervous system that tends to produce catecholamines, mainly noradrenaline, with about 50 cases reported so far in the world. We surgically resected an intrapericardial tumor that resulted to be a pheochromocytoma, in a 38 years old woman who presented with paroxysmal episodes of severe hypertension,headaches, palpitations, reddish face, and profuse perspiration. The diagnostic workup included transthoracic,transesophagic echocardiogram and a magnetic resonance image study, where a solid tumor  in direct contact with the left atrium and the left superior pulmonary vein was observed. A coronary angiogram showed the presence of a highly vascularized mass with arterial supply by the circumflex artery. 1100 pg-ml of urine norepinephrine and very high levels of vanillyl-mandelic acid confirmed that the patient had a pheochromocytoma. The classical abdominal location was ruled out. A primary cardiac pheochromocytoma was the only possible diagnosis. The patient was preoperatively prepared with alpha and beta adrenergic blockers. During operation, a solid and highly vascularized mass 4 by 4 cm. in size was resected in direct contact with the roof of the left atrium and very dense adhesions with the left pulmonary vein. The feeding artery of the tumor was identified and ligated. Part of the left atrial muscle was resected, but no pericardial patches were needed. The postoperative course was uneventful. The histopatholgy report confirmed the diagnosis. After two years of follow up, the patient is cured. 

