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Congestive heart failure is a significant worldwide health problem resulting in frequent hospital admissions and a common cause of death.  With the aging of the population it will become an even greater health care issue.  
Heart transplant, the “gold standard” for the treatment of end-stage CHF, is only available to a limited number of these patients due to a lack of suitable donors.  Permanent mechanical circulatory support, or Destination Therapy, is emerging as a viable treatment option for this large population of patients with severe CHF that are not transplant candidates.  
Since 2001, there have been significant improvements in patient selection and management. This has resulted in decreased morbidity and improved survival which approaches 80% at 2 years in appropriate selected patients.  
Cost has also been significantly reduced and is now $126,000 (down from $280,000) including the cost of the pump. New technology, predominantly continuous flow pumps, is now being used clinically which appears to have had another incremental improvement in overall outcomes.  
The use of left ventricular assist devices for long term support or Destination Therapy for patients with severe CHF has had a slow but steady growth which has paralleled improvements in morbidity and long term survival.

