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The majority of the more than 8 million US patients with symptomatic coronary artery disease achieve acceptable angina relief through the standard armamentarium of medical therapy, coronary artery bypass grafting, and percutaneous coronary intervention.  Unfortunately, a growing number of symptomatic patients are not candidates for standard revascularization procedures due to anatomic considerations, comorbid conditions or physician or patient preference.  Because the therapeutic options for such patients are limited, there is a growing need for novel, effective and safe methods of symptom relief.  Experimental and developing strategies discussed at this meeting, including transmyocardial laser revascularization (TMR), therapeutic angiogenesis, cardiac transplantation, and complex percutaneous and surgical revascularization strategies hold promise, but also entail potential risk to the patient.  Newly investigated strategies such as spinal cord stimulation, external counterpulsation and novel medical therapies hold promise as less invasive, and potentially clinically important, modes of therapy for these patients with chronic ischemic coronary disease.  This presentation will highlight recent data regarding alternative treatment modalities for patients with unrevascularizable ischemic coronary disease.  Clinical trial results, the potential magnitude of effect, and proposed mechanisms of action will be discussed, with an emphasis placed on the less invasive of the available modalities.  Clinically relevant strategies for the treatment of symptomatic ischemic coronary disease in this growing population will be highlighted.

