303

EVALUATION OF IDIOPATHIC DILATED CARDIOMYOPATHY BY PERCUTANEOUS CARDIOSCOPY
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Objectives:We evaluated the relationships between cardioscopic findings and histological changes in patients with dilated cardiomyopathy(DCM).Backgroud: Although numerous pathological studies on DCM have been done, cardioscopic evaluation has not been compared. Methods:Twenty patients with DCM was diagnosed by left ventriculography(Ejection fraction less than 50% and contraction disturbance in 6 or 7 segments). The patients also underwent cardioscopy and myocardial biopsy. Results:Using cardioscopy, we classified surface color of endocardium of the left ventricle as follows. Brown,light brown,white and yellow.Trabeculae were atrophic and systolic theckinening was reduced in all. Endocardial color correlated well with severity of myocyte degeneration. Conclusions:The results indicate that percutaneous  cardioscopy is feasible for macroscopic diagnosis of DCM and  these findings correlte well with severity of myocardial injury.
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