Current Advancesin
Heart Disease

Proceedings of the
14" World Congress on Heart Disease
International Academy of Cardiology
Annual Sientific Sessions 2008

Toronto, ON, Canada, July 26-29, 2008

Editor
ASHER KIMCHI, MD, FACC, FACP, FAHA

Attending Physician, Division of Cardiology
Cedars-Sinai Heart Institute
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center, Los Angeles, California, USA
Clinical Professor of Medicine
David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA, Los Angeles
Chairman, International Academy of Cardiology
Cardiology Online
CardiologyOnline.com

MEDIMOND

| NTERNATIONAL PROCEEDINGS



© Copyright 2008
MEDIMOND Sr.l. e ViaMaserati 5, 40128 Bologna, Italy

MONDUZZ| EDITORE

Tel. +39 0514151123 « Fax +39 051 370529
www.medimond.com e info@medimond.com

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced,
stored in aretrieval system, or transmitted, in any form,
or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying,
recording or otherwise, without the prior permission,
inwriting, from the publisher.

Graphic layout by Gamma Graphic ¢ Bologna (Italy)
Printed in June 2009 by Editografica* Rastignano ¢ Bologna (Italy)



FOREWORD

This book is composed of invited lectures and free papers presented
at the 14" World Congress on Heart Disease — I nter national Academy
of Cardiology Annual Scientific Sessions 2008, held in Toronto, ON,
Canada, July 26-29, 2008.

The volume contains contributions by leading authorities on the latest
resear ch developments in Cardiovascular Medicine, primarily in the
areas of Molecular and Cellular Biology, Coronary Artery Disease,
Heart Failure, Cardiac Arrhythmias and Cardiac Surgery. The
information included in these articles will prove to be of great value
to cardiologists and scientists involved in research and patient care.

We are indebted to the members of the scientific committees and the
abstract reviewers, who provided a wealth of important suggestions
during the planning phase of the Congress. To the Congress faculty
and all other Congress participants, we express our thanks for the
quality of their presentations and for their cooperation in submitting
manuscripts in a timely fashion. Finally, we acknowledge with great
appreciation Dr. Anna Rosa Sailon and Dr. Eleonora Leardini from
Medimond Medical Publications, for their help in editing and expediting
the publication of this book.

Asher Kimchi, M.D, FACC, FACP, FAHA
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