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This presentation will summarize the differences in outcomes following cardiac surgery for women. We will summarize the literature on this topic, mainly the evidence for CABG surgery but also data on valve surgery. 
Where possible this will be demonstrated with population based data from research conducted in the province of Ontario, Canada. There is strong evidence that the early mortality rates for women are greater than men following CABG surgery. 
Surprisingly the long term mortality outcomes of women appear equal or better than man following CABG. Overall the evidence to date suggests that despite the fact women appear to have long term survival benefits following CABG surgery, their quality of life in terms of rates of readmission to hospital for cardiac reasons may be poor. 
The presentation will highlight the gender related outcome differences in cardiac surgery and explore ways to equalize these differences. 

