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Rheumatic heart disease (RHD) continues to be a major cause of premature death and morbidity in low and middle-income countries. It is estimated that every year over 200,000 deaths are caused by RHD and its sequelae. Despite this it remains a neglected disease even in the countries where it is most prevalent. Because of inadequate funding for research on RHD there have been few, if any, meaningful advances in our understanding of the disease in the past few decades. Therefore, several questions regarding the pathogenesis, prevention and treatment of RHD continue to remain unanswered. 

This talk will highlight our poor understanding of RHD and address a few key questions, regarding the pathogenesis of the disease, its acute and chronic management, and its prevention, which will require to be answered in order for us to be able to reduce morbidity and mortality.
