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MR based evaluation of plaque allow for accurate quantification of atherosclerotic plaque and determination of functional aspects of plaque that may be important in conferring plaque vulnerability. This state of the art presentation will discuss recent developments in atherosclerosis imaging using MR and provide an overview of recent technical developments. The presentation will also cover the rationale for utilizing MR based assessment of plaque and provide r data concerning the use of multi-weighted MR techniques for the assessment of plaque characteristics. Rapid MR techniques that allow assessment of extensive vascular territories will be discussed. The design of Molecular MR contrast agent strategies that allow one to parse components of plaque will be discussed. 

