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Renal insufficiency is common in patients with heart failure.  The presence of renal insufficiency is one of the strongest predictors of length of hospital stay as well as short and long-term outcome.In addition, worsening of renal function during hospitalization has also been shown to be a strong and independent determinant of outcome.  A number of therapeutic interventions have been developed in recent years, which may help protect the kidney in hospitalized patients with heart failure.  These interventions include reduced doses and continuous infusion of diuretics, the use of natriuretic peptides, Adenosine receptor antagonists, vasopressin receptor antagonists, and ultrafiltration.

