1283, either, cat: 45
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4493 Patients visited the emergency department of our hospital with cardiac complaints in 2003. Of those 4493 patients 428 had atrial fibrillation with an onset < 24 hours before presentation and without signs of heart failure.All those patients were treated with flecainide intra-venously, 2mg/kg in a 15 minutes period. In 329 patients a conversion to sinus rhythm was achieved within one hour after the drug was given.In 90 patients atrial fibrillation persisted and in 9 patients atrial fibrillation converted to atrial flutter All those 9 patients were treated with 2 mg ibutalide intravenously in a 20 minutes period. In 8 patients this strategy was successful and conversion to sinus rhythm within one hour after administration occurred. No side effects were observed.Conclusions :1)After administration of flecainide in patients with    recent onset of atrial fibrillation a conversion to sinus rhythm was seen in 77 % (329/428) 2)The development of atrial flutter occurred in 2 % (9/428).3)This atrial flutter can be treated successful with ibutalide (8/9)

