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Pediatric Cardiac Intensive Care (PCIC) is an emerging subspecialty practiced by physicians with diverse backgrounds. Preliminary data suggests improved clinical outcomes among centers with focused PCIC programs and the capacity for multidisciplinary team involvement. Among successful centers with focused PCIC programs, wide variability exists in team composition and practitioner roles.  The knowledge base and skill set needed to effectively manage patients in the PCIC setting draw from several recognized pediatric, surgical, and anesthesiology subspecialties, including Cardiology, Intensive Care, Pulmonology, Nephrology, Neurology, Cardiovascular Surgery, and Cardiovascular Anesthesiology.  Few practitioners have completed formal training in more than one of these areas.  The Pediatric Cardiac Intensive Care Society and the American Academy of Pediatrics have established work groups to define training objectives in PCIC.  Depending upon the primary background of the trainee, the goals and objectives of a training program in PCIC will vary.  Challenges and opportunities for training programs in PCIC will be discussed.   


