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IS THE REPEAT ANGIOGRAPHY NECESSARY TO ASYMPTOMATIC PATIENT UNDERWENT BYPASS SURGERY?
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It is still unclear whether the repeat angiography is necessary to asymptomatic patient underwent aortocoronary bypass surgery (CABG). In the present study, 115 consecutive patients meeting the following criteria were assessed: 1) complete revascularization by CABG, 2) no angina pectoris immediately after CABG, 3) no ischemic response of exercise ECG immediately after CABG, 4) repeat angiography performed at least 1 year after CABG. 5) Patients with acute coronary syndrome were excluded. All angiogram were analyzed with QCA method using CAAS 2. The mean interval between bypass surgery and repeat angiography was 8.3 +/- 5.1 years. All these patients were divided into 2 groups according to their indication of repeat angiography. Symptomatic group (Group S) was consisted with 31 patients who had recurrence of chest pain and/or ischemic response of exercise ECG. Asymptomatic group (Group A) was consisted with 69 patients who underwent angiography for simply reevaluation. Significant progression appeared in 20 patients (64.5%) in Group S and 20 patients (29.0%) in Group A, respectively (p=0.002). In Group S, 3 patients underwent re-operation, 8 underwent coronary intervention (PCI) and 9 were treated medically. In other hand, in Group A, 1 patient underwent re-operation, 4 underwent PCI and 15 were treated medically. It is inevitable that patients with symptom and/or sign of ischemia show progression of disease frequently. But these results also suggest asymptomatic patients might show significant progression. In conclusion, repeat angiography is necessary even to asymptomatic patients underwent CABG.
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