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VASOPRESSIN BLOCKADE IN PATIENTS WITH CHRONIC HEART FAILURE (Invited Lecture)

  XE ", ,"  M. Gheorghiade XE "Gheorghiade, M.,"    XE ", ,"    XE ", ,"    XE ", ,"    XE ", ,"    XE ", ,"    XE ", ,"    XE ", ,"    XE ", ,"    XE ", ,"    XE ", ,"    XE ", ,"    XE ", ,"    XE ", ,"    XE ", ,"    XE ", ,"    XE ", ,"    XE ", ,"    XE ", ,"    XE ", ,"    XE ", ,"    XE ", ,"    XE ", ,"    XE ", ,"    XE ", ,"    XE ", ,"    XE ", ,"    XE ", ,"    XE ", ,"    XE ", ,"    XE ", ,"    XE ", ,"    XE ", ,"    XE ", ,"    XE ", ,"    XE ", ,"    XE ", ,"    XE ", ,"    XE ", ,"    
1=Northwestern University, Chaicago, IL, USA          10=

The importance of Vasopressin, given the lack of orally effective vasopressin-receptor blocking agents, have not been well studied until now.  Vasopressin exerts its effects by at least 2 receptors.  The V1 receptor is found in blood vessels and mediates vasoconstriction.  The V2 receptor mediates water excretion.  This later effect may contribute to water retention and hyponatremia noted in chronic heart failure. At present, diuretics are the main therapy to reduce fluid overload in chronic heart failure.  However there is insufficient data regarding the efficacy and safety of diuretic drugs in chronic heart failure.  In this setting, new oral vasopressin 2 antagonists with diuretic properties but devoid of activation from neurohormones in electrolyte depletion may have a favorable role in the treatment of chronic heart failure.
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