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UPDATE AND STATUS OF CLINICAL TRIALS OF RESYNCHRONIZATION THERAPY (Invited Lecture)
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Resynchronization therapy has recently been introduced for the treatment of patients with congestive heart failure and bundle branch block. Several clinical trials have been presented showing resynchronization therapy improves NYHA Class, exercise time, and quality of life.  The magnitude and duration of these responses have not been previously quantitated. The purpose of this presentation is to review the status of these clinical trials and provide an overview of the status of completed and ongoing trials. The complications of resynchronization therapy will be reviewed. The magnitude of effect of resynchronization therapy will be compared from these different studies to provide an update for the quantitative beneficial effect of pacing therapy. Ongoing clinical trials will be presented with their anticipated date of conclusion.
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