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NOVEL GUIDE CATHETERS TO FACILITATE LV TRANSVENOUS LEAD IMPLANTS
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Resynchronization therapy increases the efficiency of the cardiac contraction in heart failure patients.  The practical challenge for this therapy has been the LV lead implant.  Methods: We report on a series of 5 Guide Catheters (GCs) designed to allow for easier CS ostium accessibility, and better stability within the CS for implanting the EASYTRAK over-the-wire LV lead (GUIDANT) in a European Registry  Results: 256 implants have been performed in 117 centers. Patients presented heart failure (NYHA 3.0 plus minus 0.6), and LVEF 25 plus minus 7 percent, and a cardiothoracic index 57%.  With the novel family of 5 GCs, a stable position of the GC in the CS was obtained in 95 percent of the patients, for an overall implant success rate increased to 89 percent.  Implant required 148 plus minus 57 min, 41 plus minus 24 min fluoroscopy, and 11 plus minus 13 min to locate the CS.  This represents an 11 percent improvement on procedure times, compared to previous experience.  The most widely used GC profiles were the 'Multi-Purpose EP' (53 percent) and the 'Hook' (22 percent).  EASYTRAK lead pace/sense thresholds at implant were all acceptable.  Conclusion: 5 distinct profiles of Guide Catheters improve the implant success rate as well as reduced both implant time and fluoroscopy time.    THIS ABSTRACT IS REPLACING THE PREVIOUS ONE (SAME TITLE AND AUTHORS)4heart8.000044
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