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EFFECT ON THE LEARNING CURVE OF THE NEW GUIDE CATHETERS FOR LV IMPLANT
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Cardiac resynchronization therapy has been proposed as a therapy for heart failure patients, and is dependent on a safe means to place left ventricular leads.  Methods: A novel series of 5 Guide Catheters (GCs) used with the EASYTRAK (EZT) over-the-wire left ventricular lead (GUIDANT) has been studied in a European Registry.  Results: 256 implants with the new GCs have been evaluated in 117 centers, giving a representation of the average European implanter.   Conclusion: The innovative family of 5 guide catheters has allowed the less experienced implanters to demonstrate EZT implant success and time efficiency.  This could allow further generalization of the over-the-wire left ventricular lead system.
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