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HEART FAILURE (HF) IN ACUTE MYOCARDIAL INFARCTION (AMI) IN CONDITIONS OF WAR  AND  ECONOMIC COLLAPSE
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Objectives: Evaluation of the influence of economic collapse on the relative HF morbidity and overall relative mortality in AMI patients.   Background: Fibrinolytic therapy was used for the prevention of HF and lethal outcome(LO)in AMI.According to experience of the Coronary Care Unit (CCU) of the Clinical Centre Dr. Dragisa Misovic in Belgrade,long-lasting economic collapse caused shortages of these medicaments in the CCU.  Methods and results:The study covered the period 1990-1997 and 1019 AMI patients,197 of which Streptokinase patients (SKP)(19,37%).Two subgroups of clinically similar patients have been matched: the SKP group (SKPG) of 147 patients and a control group (CG) of 595 non-SKP. Incidences of HF and LO were analysed(variable frequency,linear correlation and multifactorial regressional analysis - beta ponder).  Out of 1019 patients LO occured in 215 of the cases (21%).The use of SK was in a negative correlation with the LO, r - 0.12,p 0.001. Arrythmiae, shock, HF and transmural infarctus were the predictors of LO, with the following respective beta-ponders: 0.28, 0.17, 0.15, 0.11.  LO occured in 14 SKGP (9,5%)and 105 CGP (17,7%),p 0.01. HF occured in 20 SKGP (14%) and 158 CGP (26,5%),p 0.04. Shock occured in 4 SKGP (2,7%)and 48 CGP (8,1%),p 0.01.  Conclusion:  SK reduced the total relative mortality by 46,3% and relative HF and shock morbidities by 52.8%. Shortage of SK in CCU resulted in high total mortality of 17.7% and high HF and shock morbidities of 34.6% .
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