3032

ASSESSMENT OF LEFT VENTRICULAR DIASTOLIC FUNCTION: ROLE OF ECHOCARDIOGRAPHIC TECHNIQUES 
Sherif F. Nagueh
Baylor College of Medicine, Houston, TX, USA    
Left ventricular diastolic dysfunction is an important cause of congestive heart failure and is associated with increased cardiovascular morbidity and mortality despite a normal ejection fraction (EF). There are numerous studies that examined the role of echocardiography in the evaluation of these patients. Overall, the existing literature supports an important role of echocardiography for diagnosis and prognosis. In patients with depressed EF, mitral inflow and pulmonary venous flow signals can be applied to detect abnormal diastolic function and to predict left ventricular (LV)filling pressures. In patients with normal EF, the more recently validated tissue Doppler derived indices of diastolic function, along with left atrial volume and the atrial reversal flow signal in pulmonary venous flow can be applied to successfully determine LV diastolic function and filling pressures.

